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Neighborhood Associ-

ations/Civic League 

membership is voluntary 

or informal. 

HOAs often own and 

maintain common prop-

erty such as recreation 

facilities, parks and 

roads whereas Civic 

Leagues are focused on 

general advocacy and 

community events. 

The Bellamy Manor 

Estates Civic League is 

NOT a Homeowners 

Association that is con-

cerned  with enforcing 

any rules regarding your 

property.  Our objective 

is to work together as 

neighbors to maintain a 

safe, beautiful neighbor-

hood and to protect our 

property investments.     

Submitted by Ann Farr 

A Neighborhood Asso-

ciation (NA) or Civic 

League is a group of 

residents or property 

owners who advocate for 

or organize activities 

within a neighborhood.  

An association/civic 

league may have elected 

leaders and voluntary 

dues. 

The term neighborhood 

association is sometimes 

incorrectly used instead 

of Homeowners Asso-

ciation (HOA). But 

neighborhood associa-

tions are not homeown-

ers associations (HOA). 

An HOA is a group of 

property owners with the 

legal authority to enforce 

rules and regulations 

that focus of restrictions 

and building and safety 

issues. It enforces cove-

nants for preserving the 

architecture and appear-

ance of the  develop-

ment.  

On the other hand, a 

neighborhood associa-

tion/civic league is a 

group of neighbors and 

business owners who 

work together for chang-

es and improvements 

such as neighborhood 

safety, beautification and 

social activities. 

HOA membership is 

mandatory, generally 

through rules tied to the 

ownership of property 

like deed restrictions and 

the membership consists 

of all lot owners in a cer-

tain development.  

Civic League or Homeowners Association: 

What’s the Difference? 

For more than four genera-

tions, my family has made 

its home in Kempsville; from 

Arrowhead to Acredale, 

Carolanne Farms to Lark-

spur and now Bellamy Man-

or Estates (BME). Through 

every stage of my life, 

Kempsville has provided me 

drawn toward Kempsville 

over the last four decades. 

As a result, we are the most 

populated borough in the 

great city of Virginia Beach 

and we now have a variety 

of shopping, entertainment 

venues and housing to fit 

most socio-economic life-

with the tools to succeed, 

starting with a quality educa-

tion for myself and now my 

two beautiful children, tradi-

tional morals, values, pride 

and a sense that it is best to 

have earned what I have. 

Because of these shared 

principles, many have been 
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Residential Burglary Awareness 
From VBPD Cr ime  P rev ent i on  Chron ic l e  

may be unoccupied at 
that moment.  
 
Burglars Select Homes 
That Appear Easy To 
Break Into  
Is someone home? How 
exposed is the home? 
How easily can I be seen 
by neighbors? Does it 
look like there are ways in 
without being seen?  
 
Burglars Often Work In 
Groups 
Often there will be two, 

three, or even more bur-

glars who break in to a 

house. Often one of the 

group will knock on the 

door or ring the bell to see 

if anyone is home, while 

the rest of the group 

hangs back. If someone 

does answer the door, the 

person gives some expla-

nation why she/he is there 

Good news, Virginia 
Beach residents! Part 1 
property crimes including 
burglaries, larcenies, mo-
tor vehicle thefts, and ar-
sons have gone down, 
based on crime statistics 
for the past five years. 
Now, more than ever, res-
idents need to stay vigi-
lant and be aware of 
steps they can take to 
keep their homes, proper-
ty, and families safe. 
When it comes right down 
to it, it doesn’t matter 
what the stats say when a 
burglary has happened to 
you or your neighbor. 
Here are a few tips to 
keep your homes secure:  
 
Burglars Are Concerned 
About Who Can See 
Them  
When burglars come in to 
an area and are looking 
for that home to break in 

to, they look to see if any-
one notices them. So if 
you see someone in the 
neighborhood looking 
around at who may be 
looking at them, take note 
and watch what they do. 
Slowly walking down the 
street is not illegal; slowly 
walking down the street 
looking around at who 
may be looking at them is 
suspicious.  
 
Burglars Tend To Select 
Homes That Appear Un-
occupied  
If they see that there are 
no cars parked out front, 
or if all the homes on the 
block have their curtains 
open except for one, or 
that all the trash cans are 
back from the curb on 
collection day except for 
one, these are indicators 
that that particular home 
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“ When it comes 

right down to it, it 

doesn’t matter what 

the stats say when 

a burglary has 

happened to you or 

your neighbor. “ 

Earth Day Celebration at Mount Trashmore 

Let’s take a few minutes 

to beautify our property by 

picking up the winter de-

bris near our homes or 

our neighbors’ homes, if 

they are unable to do so. 

As Bellamy Manor  Es-

tates ages, we have some 

neighbors that find it diffi-

cult to clean up their 

yards. If you are one of 

these folks, please let me 

know and I will try to get a 

few willing volunteers to 

assist you.                  

Submitted by:Judy Schorr 

Community Outreach 

Chair 

The Earth Day Celebra-

tion, sponsored by Parks 

and Recreation, will be 

held at Mount Trashmore 

on Saturday, May 3 from 

11:00 a.m.to 4:00 p.m.  

Activities include electron-

ic recycling, document 

shredding, household 

hazardous waste dispos-

al, rain barrel and com-

post bin sales, green mar-

ket exhibit, live music and 

lots of children’s activities.  

For more information on  

these and other activities 

planned for Earth Day at 

Mount Trashmore, look at 

the following site:    

vbgov.com/government/

departments/parks-

recreation/special-events 

In conjunction with the 

celebration of Earth Day, 

let’s take time out to look 

at our surroundings in 

Bellamy Manor Estates.  

The winter this year was 

very harsh and has left a 

lot of leaves and twigs on 

the sidewalks and in the 

gutters near our homes. 

Important Dates 

May 3-4 - VB Master 

Gardener Plant Sale 

and Craft Show, 

Farmer's Market, 

9a.m.- 4 p.m. on May 

3, 12:00 noon- 3 p.m. 

on May 4 

May 3 - Earth Day 

Celebration, Mount 

Trashmore, 11 a.m.-  

4 p.m. (Rain date May 

4) 

May 17 -  Community 

Wide Yard Sale, 8:00 

a.m.–12 noon 

May 19 -  BME Civic 

League Meeting, 

Kempsville Meadows 

Elementary, 7 p.m. 

Continued on p.3 
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Kempsville Recreation Center Replacement  
 from VBgov.com/parks 
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consultant team to devel-

op detailed construction 

documents. 

Nov - Dec 2014:  

Kempsville Rec Center 

closes. 

Jan 2015 - April 2015:  

demolition of existing  

building 

Jul 2015 - Nov 2016:  

construction 

Dec 2016: Kempsville 

Community Recreation 

Center reopens. 

For detailed plans go to 

http://www.vbgov.com/

departments/parks-

recreation/Pages/

default.aspx 

Kempsville Recreation 

Center opened in 1977 

as Virginia Beach's first 

community recreation 

center. Though it's the 

city's oldest recreation 

center, it remains one of 

the busiest.  

 A 2009 facility assess-

ment rated the overall 

condition of the facility as 

“poor.” Improvements are 

needed for accessibility 

and ADA compliance, and 

the plumbing, mechanical 

and electrical systems are 

nearing the end of their 

lifecycles. 

 After evaluating potential 

costs savings and life cy-

cle costs, consultants and 

City staff recommended 

demolishing the existing 

structure and constructing 

an entirely new building.  

At 75,460 square feet, the 

new facility will include a 

double gymnasium, fit-

ness areas, a pool with 

lap lanes and zero depth 

entry, an outdoor spray- 

ground an indoor walking 

and jogging track, and 

much more. 

In May 2012, City Council 

approved the moderniza-

tion plan.  The proposed 

timeline is as follows: 

Feb 2014 - March 2015 :  

 Trim bushes and 
landscaping back 
from windows; make 
sure exterior lighting 
is adequate around 
exterior of house  

 

 Install deadbolt locks 
on all doors leading 
outside of residence, 
along with 3” screws 
in the strike plate.  

 

 Call the Police non-
emergency number 
(385-5000) at the time 
you notice any suspi-
cious persons or ac-
tivity. 

 

 Participate in Neigh-
borhood Watch/
NextDoor.com. Con-
tact Roger Farr to 
join. 

Submitted by: Roger Farr 

(“Do you have a gas 

can?” , “Oh, I thought this 

was Jimmy’s place.” 

“Have you seen my 

dog?”). Knowing that 

someone is home, the 

group leaves; they do not 

try to make entry into that 

home. Conversely, if after 

knocking or ringing the 

bell, they get no answer, 

the group will look for a 

way in, often going to an 

area of the home not as 

visible to the neighbors. 

They will kick in a door, 

throw a rock through a 

window or a sliding glass 

door, or often just lift open 

an unlocked window, us-

ing a recycle bin to boost 

themselves up to reach 

the window. We have re-

sponded to many attempt-

ed burglary events where 

the homeowner was pre-

sent but did not respond 

to the door when some-

one was knocking, only to 

find a moment later some-

one trying to break in, or 

seeing someone skulking 

outside the home. Once 

the would-be burglars 

realized someone was 

home, they fled.  

 

  If you are leaving 
town, stop newspaper 
and mail delivery; 
alert a trusted neigh-
bor; install a timer on 
your interior and exte-
rior lights; leave a car 
parked in the drive-
way or ask a neighbor 
to park in your drive-
way  

 

BMECL Executive 

Board Members 

 

President: 
Dan Adams 
daniel.g.adams@cox.net 
 
Vice President: 
Roger Berry 
rberry2000@verizon.net 
 
Treasurer: 
Betty Cunningham 
dcunnin884@aol.com 
 
Recording Secretary: 
Theresa Alfes 
tmalfes@cox.net 
 
Corresponding Secretary: 
Ann Farr  
bme.civic.league@cox.net  
 
 
Welcoming/Membership: 
Bonnie Rothschild 
brothschild@ 
williamewood.com  
 
Webmaster/
Communication:           
Deaner Lawless 
bmecl.communication.com
mittee@gmail.com 
 
 
Neighborhood Watch: 
Roger Farr  
bme.neighborhood. 
watch@cox.net  
 
 
Social Events/Activities: 
This could be YOU ! 
Contact Dan Adams at 
daniel.g.adams@cox.net 
 
 
Neighborhood Planning: 
This could be YOU!  
contact Dan Adams at 
danniel.g.adams@cox.net 
 
Neighborhood 
Beautification: 
Ynez Peterson 
bmecl.yom.committee1@  
gmail.com 
 
Community  Outreach: 
Judy Schorr 
jdschorr@verizon.net 
 

Burglary Awareness  cont. from p. 2 



Membership Update  

4002.  

Thank you to all who 

joined or renewed their 

membership this year. 

We appreciate your 

continued support. 

Submitted by Bonnie 

Rothschild (Membership 

Committee Chair) 

The Membership Drive 

for 2014 resulted in  

141 households joining 

the Civic League.  We 

have 397 homes in 

Bellamy Manor Estates 

and would love to in-

crease the member-

ship. If you are inter-

ested in joining, com-

plete the membership 

form on the back page 

and mail it to BMECL, 

PO Box 64244, Virginia 

Beach, VA, 23467.  

If you have a new 

neighbor, please con-

tact me so I can wel-

come them to the com-

munity. You can con-

tact me at 757-672-

Neighborhood Watch Needs You! 
Bellamy Manor Estates (BME) Neighborhood Watch needs 
Block Captains to act as a liaison between the coordinator and 
their areas of responsibility.  Being a Block Captain for your 
street requires a minimum amount of time. Information and 
guidelines are provided . 
 
We need block Captains for the following areas; 900-921 
Fairmeade, 4733-4757 Michaux Drive, 4813-4841 Michaux Drive and Linwood 
Court.  If you are interested in joining us in our efforts to keep our community safe, 
contact Roger Farr at bme.neighborhood.watch@cox.net.        
 
     Submitted by Roger Farr, 
     (Neighborhood Watch Coordinator) 
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What Is A Social Committee?  

Current committee 
members are as follows: 

Marlene Adams, Teresa 
Alfes, Lindsey Aftel, Barb 
Crunkleton, Denise Frey, 
Becky Fenska and Lita 
Sison. 

 

Submitted by Susan 
Mayo ( former Social 
Committee Chair) 

The Bellamy Manor 
Estates Civic League 
Social Committee is 
responsible for enhancing 
the social environment for 
our neighborhood. This is 
done through arranging 
various social activities, 
which bring about 
togetherness and the well 
being of all involved.    

Your committee is hard at 
work planning events for 
2014 and we welcome 
your input. Email us at 
bme.civic.league@cox. 
net to let us know what 

events you would like to 
have us consider. If you 
want to become involved 
with our committee, we 
welcome your 
participation. We want 
your feedback on any of 
the following ideas: 

 Pot Luck at a local 
venue 

 Cul-de-sac Barbecue/
Cook out 

Other ideas? Please let 
us know. 

 

Got Junk? 
It has been said that 
one man’s trash is 
another man’s treas-
ure. Well, you are in 
luck if you have some 
“treasure” you would 
like to get rid of.   

The Social Commit-
tee’s next event is 
our Community Yard 
Sale, scheduled for 
Saturday, May 17 
from 8:00 a.m. –  

1:00 p.m.  

There is no cost to 
participate.  We are 
working with Bellamy 
Woods Civic League 
to co host and pro-
mote this event 
through advertising 
and signage. Just put 
your  “treasures” out 
on the morning of the 
sale and enjoy your 
coffee while making a 
few extra dollars. 

 CHKD Thrift Store 
trucks will be availa-
ble following the 
event to pick up any 
items you may be 
interested in donating 
to this worthy charity. 
You do not have to 
participate in the yard 
sale to donate items 
to CHKD. Just put 
your items near the 
road with a CHKD 
sign attached. See 
page 6 for tips.   

Submitted by Ann Farr 



Is Your Home A Star or A Pearl? 
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the 15 environmentally 
helpful acts they do on a 
regular basis. Visit http://
www.lynnhavenrivernow.o
rg/Pearl-Homes.aspx to 
learn if your daily habits 
help to project our 
waterways. 
 
Submitted by  
Ynez Peterson, 
(Neighborhood 
Beautification Committee 
Chair) 

Did you know the health 
of our waterways 
depends on the health of 
our neighborhoods? The 
runoffs from our 
neighborhood homes 
affect the watersheds for 
the Elizabeth River and 
the Lynnhaven River.   
 
Two organizations in 
Hampton Roads dedicate 
their efforts to protecting 
our watersheds. Both 
organizations have a 
program that individual 
homes can participate in 
to support keeping our 
watersheds and rivers 
healthy. It would be great 
if all the homes in Bellamy 
Manor Estates area would 
actively participate.  
 
The Elizabeth River 

Project supports the 
watersheds that feed into 
the Elizabeth River. Most 
of our homes are located 
within this watershed. 
Their River Star Home 
project asks home owners 
to do 7 simple tasks to 
help our environment. Go 
to http://
www.elizabethriver.org to 
find out what those seven 
simple tasks are and to 
sign up.  
 
Lynnhaven River Now 
(LRNow) supports the 
watersheds that feed into 
the Lynnhaven River.  
Run off from homes near 
Eastwind Road affect the 
watershed that drains into 
the Lynnhaven. LRNow’s 
Pearl Homes project asks 
homeowners to identify 

A special THANK YOU  to 
Salvatore’s Restaurante for 
hosting our April 8 Social 
Event. Thanks to the Sison 
Family, Harris Teeter 
(Brenneman Farms), and 
Salvatore’s for providing 
door prizes.   
 
The restaurant was packed 
with BMECL residents who 
enjoyed a delicious dinner 
and conversation with 
neighbors. We were hon-
ored to have VBPD Officer 
J.P. Miner join us.  
 
What a great way to spend 
an evening!   

Officer Miner chats with folks at  

Salvatore’s. 

Friends enjoying an evening out. 

Participants in the 

Pearl Home and River 

Star Home projects 

receive one of these 

garden flags for dis-

play. Sign up today! 

http://www.lynnhavenrivernow.org/Pearl-Homes.aspx
http://www.lynnhavenrivernow.org/Pearl-Homes.aspx
http://www.lynnhavenrivernow.org/Pearl-Homes.aspx
http://www.elizabethriver.org
http://www.elizabethriver.org


It’s Not Easy Being Green! 

are open to suggestions.  

Please contact Ann Farr if  

you would like to submit 

an article, suggest a topic, 

or help solicit ads. 

Submitted by Kathy Arn 

and Ann Farr (Newsletter 

Editor) 

It’s not easy being green, 

especially when trying to 

get the word out.  Some 

of us are not computer 

savvy.  In fact, some of us 

do not even have a com-

puter. We have email ad-

dresses for only half of 

the 397 homes in our 

neighborhood.   

While we are aware of the 

negative environmental 

impact of printing and de-

livering this first edition of 

the BMECL Newsletter 

instead of sending it only 

electronically, we feel that 

it is important for every-

one to be informed.  

We are new at this and 
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April Yard of the Month 

If you know of a home 

that represents the pride 

we have in our neighbor-

hood, please nominate 

them by emailing us at 

bmecl.yom.committee1@

gmail.com. 

Submitted by Ynez       

Peterson (Neighborhood 

Beautification Committee 

Chair) 

Our first Yard of the 

Month home is located at 

4720 Eastwind Road.  

With a brick path and a 

pineapple sign, 4720 

Eastwind Road greets 

visitors with a smile.  The 

Yard of the Month Com-

mittee congratulates the 

Mills Family for maintain-

ing a home that repre-

sents the pride we have in 

our community.  Their 

nomination included the 

following: “The Mills home 

and yard has been im-

maculately manicured 

and maintained every day 

of the ten years that my 

family has lived in 

BMECL. Even after se-

vere storms, Mr. Mills is 

out cleaning his yard be-

fore most have found the 

courage to open their 

front door. I believe the 

Mills’ dedication to main-

taining their property in 

such a superb manner 

benefits everyone within 

BME” 

1. A group sale is 
better then selling 
alone. More stuff 
draws more traffic. 
 
2. Be prepared. Be 
ready to go the night 
before so that you 
don’t have to rush 
around in the morn-
ing. 
 
3. Plan your sale 
layout with custom-
ers in mind. Use 
marketing tricks to 
make your custom-
ers more likely to 
purchase your stuff! 
 
4. Price things care-
fully. 
 
5. Label things well. 
 
6. Be friendly. Greet 
people as they arrive 
— chat if they’re 
chatty. 
 
7. Do not bad-mouth 
your items. 
 
8. Be willing to bar-
gain, but be less flex-
ible at the start. 
 
9. Keep a ledger. Jot 
down a description 
of each item and 
how much you sold it 
for. 
 
10. Do not use a 
cash box. Keep your 
money on you at all 
times.  
 By J. D. Roth 
 For more tips, http://
www.getrichslowly.org/
blog/2007/06/12/a-yard
-sale-checklist-ten-tips-
for-garage-sale-prep/ 

YARD SALE 
 TIPS 

April Yard of the Month home.  Congratulations Doug and Dee Mills!  

mailto:bmecl.yom.committee1@gmail.com
mailto:bmecl.yom.committee1@gmail.com


P a g e  7  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  1  

future generations.  

My vision for this year is sim-

ple. It’s all about BME. I in-

tend to narrowly focus the 

attention of this civic league 

inside the area encompassed 

by the Elizabeth River branch 

that separates BME from 

Dunbarton /Fox Run (better 

known as the ditch), Provi-

dence Road and Providence 

Elementary School. This is 

not to say the Neighborhood 

Planning Committee will not 

continue to work with the HK-

CAC, the city council, and 

other civic organizations to 

insure that BME residents 

have a say on issues that will 

impact us. It is to say that our 

focus will be on finding ways 

to bring BME neighbors to-

gether to build a more tightly 

knit community with the inten-

tion of insuring the safety of 

our families and friends, cre-

ating an environment where 

the quality of life we have 

worked hard for extends out-

side of our homes and 

throughout BME, insuring that 

potential home buyers and 

current residents view BME 

as desirable and keeping us 

all informed of issues that 

may impact us. I believe the 

popular picnics within BME 

boundaries were a true cata-

lyst to this end and must re-

turn to our calendar. We must 

continue the Kempsville res-

taurant tour and identify other 

opportunities to bring us to-

gether in a relaxed and enjoy-

able environment. I eagerly 

want to see one of you have 

the honor of being selected 

styles.  

As a child, everything I need-

ed and everything I wanted 

could be found at the “heart” 

of Kempsville; green stamps 

at the BE-LO on Kempsville 

road, paying taxes next door 

at the city treasures’ office 

and purchasing some flowers 

for that special occasion at 

the Kempsville florist. Just 

across Princess Anne road, 

Ace Hardware was a popular 

meeting spot and when the 

kids were good, we were 

treated to a cone at the Highs 

Ice cream diagonally across 

the intersection of Kempsville 

and Princess Anne. While my 

aunt was serving our ice 

cream, my grandfather would 

always slip out the door and 

end up at the auto parts store 

just behind Highs to have a 

friendly conversation with 

whoever happened to be 

there. On a nice day, we 

would sit in the wrought iron 

chairs out front with our cones 

and watch the Yoder dairy 

trucks leaving to deliver milk 

to our neighbors as the fire-

men sat in chairs talking to 

neighbors in front of the old 

firehouse.  

Although most of these es-

tablishments are just fond 

memories now, the “heart” of 

Kempsville is still a popular 

intersection. Everyday thou-

sands of people meet at this 

intersection and enjoy their 

favorite radio station, take in a 

little people watching and I’ve 

even seen one enjoy a good 

book and, most recently, I 

witnessed someone  perus-

ing an IPad. I make light, but I 

do believe the city recognized 

the congestion, methodically 

planned to relieve it and is 

now executing that plan to not 

only relieve the congestion at 

this intersection but increase 

the economic viability of 

Kempsville while honoring the 

rich heritage of Kempsville 

and Kemps Landing.  

Time may have changed 

Kempsville, but serving on 

the Historic Kempsville Citi-

zens Advisory Committee 

(HK-CAC) for the last few 

years has shown me that 

time has not changed the 

core values of this communi-

ty. Members of the HK-CAC 

represent most of the neigh-

borhoods within Kempsville. 

Some of the representatives 

may be surprised to hear that, 

even though I have not al-

ways agreed with their views 

and positions, it has always 

been apparent to me that 

each of them feels just as 

passionate about this com-

munity as I do. I have heard 

many of them speak of the 

historical aspects of 

Kempsville that are not widely 

known, taught or even dis-

cussed and why we must 

honor them. They have been 

able to open my eyes and 

show me that you don’t have 

to have walked through the 

woods that are now Town 

Center or eaten at the Burger 

Chef to be a Kempsville (ian).  

You just need to care about 

preserving the integrity and 

heritage of Kempsville for 

the first recipient of the 

“BMECL Yard of the Month” 

title. I want to read about all of 

these and other BME centric 

issues in our own newsletter 

(the first issue of which you 

are reading now).  

I do recognize that this is an 

ambitious list, but over the last 

few months I have been in-

spired during the countless 

meetings with your elected 

officers and committee chairs. 

These men and women are 

dedicated to the aforemen-

tioned and continue to work 

hard to make BME a commu-

nity that we can all be proud 

of.  

Each year, as a member of 

the BME board, I have wit-

nessed BME residents make 

great recommendations and 

have found this year to be no 

different. Please keep in mind 

that we not only need recom-

mendations of what should 

be, we need your help to 

make them reality.  

Please join us and help make 

BME an even better place to 

live for ourselves and future 

generations. 

Dan Adams,                     

President, BMECL 

 

President’s Message continued from p. 1 



BELLAMY MANOR ESTATES CIVIC LEAGUE 
2014 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Select one: __New __Renewal ____Amount Paid 
 
The cost of membership is $10.00 annually. Each membership is entitled 
to one vote (e.g., an entire household registered as a member is allowed 
one vote; however, if two individuals in the same household register as 
individual members, and pay separate memberships, they each are enti-
tled to one vote with a maximum of two votes per household).  
 
Please make your check payable to “Bellamy Manor Estates Civic 
League”. Mail completed application and check to Bellamy Manor Es-
tates Civic League, P.O. Box 64244, Virginia Beach, VA, 23467 
 
Name (Member #1) _________________________________________________ 
 
Name (Member #2) _________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:   _________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: Home:       _________________________________________________ 
 
Cell (Member #1) ___________________ Cell (Member #2)  ________________ 

 
E-mail (Member#1) _________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail (Member #2)_________________________________________________ 
 
Please initial any of the following activities with which you would like to assist: 
___Communications/Website  ___Welcome/Membership    ___Board of Directors 
___ Neighborhood Planning     ___Social Events/Activities   ___Neighborhood Watch 
___ Neighborhood Beautification 

******************************************************************** 
VBPD Neighborhood Watch Participation: I agree to be alert to things happening 
on my street and in my neighborhood, and to call the Police non-emergency 
number (385-5000) if I suspect anything is out of the ordinary. Yes____ No ____ 

******************************************************************** 
I hereby apply for membership to the Bellamy Manor Estates Civic League: 
Signature:(Member #1) ________________________ Date: ___________________ 

Signature:(Member #2) ________________________ Date: ___________________ 

The Bellamy Manor Estates Civic League Board thanks you for your participation. Form03152014 
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safety of your family 

and visitors.  

 

 Proper maintenance 

of your yard and 

painting your trim is 

a courtesy to your 

neighbors. It shows 

consideration and a 

desire to protect oth-

er people’s property 

values as well as 

your own. 

 

 Local realtors often 

share stories of driv-

ing through Bellamy 

Manor looking at 

properties, when an 

eager purchaser ex-

presses a desire to 

buy a home that is 

not even on the mar-

ket and is willing to 

Bellamy Manor Estates 

has always had a repu-

tation as a neighborhood 

with curb appeal. Neigh-

bors take pride in their 

property and it shows. 

Local realtors are con-

stantly pointing out first 

impressions matter.  

That is why they have so 

much success selling 

property in our neighbor-

hood. Houses seldom 

linger on the market. 

When realtors show a 

home in Bellamy Manor 

Estates, they count on 

neatly kept yards, care-

fully trimmed shrubs, 

mulched beds, edged 

lawns, freshly painted 

trim, and street appeal.   

 

But what if you are plan-

ning to stay put for the 

time being? How does 

maintaining a good-

looking house and lawn 

benefit you when you do 

not intend to sell in the 

near future?  

 The way your home 

looks from the street 

and the condition of 

other homes in the 

neighborhood can 

add thousands of 

dollars to the value 

of your property and 

to your net worth. 

 

 Neatly trimmed 

shrubbery discour-

ages potential van-

dals or burglars.  

 

 Repairs to your 

steps, driveways, 

and walkways will 

help guarantee the 

H ow  N e i g h b o r s  H e l p  D e t e r m i n e  

P r o p e r t y  Va l u e s  

It is hard to believe that it 

is mid-July already and 

my term as the BMECL 

president is half over. As 

the hazy days of sum-

mer continue to slip 

away and the new 

school year draws ever 

closer, I ask that you 

For those neighbors that 

I have met, and those 

that I have not, who 

have questions about 

the direction or past ac-

tions of the civic league, 

your involvement is criti-

cal to making a differ-

ence. Soon I will be 

please recognize that 

your elected board and 

appointed committee 

chairs continue to work 

on your behalf to pro-

mote beautification, 

comradery, security and 

a sense of belonging for 

all.  

P r e s i d e n t ’s  M e s s a g e  By Dan Adams 
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Home Security Tips 
Sub mi t t ed  by  Roger  Far r ,  Ne i ghborhood W atch  Coor d ina t or  

sponse to a "wrong num-
ber." If the caller asks, 
What number is this?" you 
reply by asking, "What 
number are you calling?" 
 
Teach your children not to 
give out personal infor-
mation on the phone or 
on social sites. 
 
All home phones should 
have police, fire, and am-
bulance phone numbers 
posted on or by them. 
Remember 911 or 385-
5000 (non-emergency) . 
 
Keep a running inventory 
of your personal belong-
ings. If stolen you will 
have this information to 
give to the police and 
your insurance company. 
 
Never answer the door to 
a stranger. Speak to them 
through a closed, locked 
door. Stay safe! 

Improved security will pro-
tect your new laptop and 
your television, along with 
your family. If you still 
think you will never be a 
kidnapped victim, could 
you say the same about 
burglary? What did the 
new TV cost you? How 
much time and irritation 
goes into reporting the 
crime and computing de-
preciation for the insur-
ance company? Why not 
put half the time into bet-
ter security? 
 
A home security survey 
can be coordinated for 
your home by contacting 
the precinct you live in 
and requesting to speak 
with a crime prevention 
officer. 
 
Here are a few security 
tips that you, as a home-
owner, can take care of: 
  

Change all locks when 
moving in after previous 
tenant or owner. 
 
 Do not leave keys in a 
"hiding place" outside the 
home. 
 
Develop a sufficient rap-
port with your neighbors 
to be able to watch out for 
each other's homes, es-
pecially during trips, vaca-
tions, etc. 
 
Keep shrubbery trimmed, 
especially around en-
trances and windows. 
Overgrown shrubs can 
shield intruders. 
 
Security lighting is a must 
on the outside. Also, pos-
sibly invest in a timing 
device for the inside of 
your home. 
 
Do not give out your 
phone number in re-
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What did the new 
TV cost you? How 
much time and 
irritation goes into 
reporting the crime 
and computing 
depreciation for the 
insurance compa-
ny? Why not put 
half the time into 
better security? 

This and That 

Socializing is an important 
aspect of ILR. Field trips, 
luncheons, and trips to 
museums and other plac-
es of interest are offered 

Classes are two hours 
long, and they are held at 
the Va. Beach O.D.U. 
center or Central Library 
on Va. Beach Blvd. 

For more information 
about the program and 
how to join go to 
oduilr.com. You’ll be glad 
you did! 

Submitted by: Judy 
Schorr, Community     
Outreach Committee 

 Did you know that in our 
very own back yard 
O.D.U. Higher Education 
Center offers a program 
called Institute for Learn-
ing in Retirement or 
I.L.R.? 

Lecturers are invited from 
the academic world to 
speak on their specialized 
subjects, as are other 
knowledgeable instructors 
and peer presenters.  

The curriculum is varied; 
you choose the programs 
you wish to attend. Each 
Fall, Winter, Spring, and 
Summer term a schedule 

announces the classes 
and activities and briefly 
describes the presenters. 
During the course of the 
year you will find classes 
offered such as the arts, 
social issues, science and 
technology, history and 
world affairs, health-
related subjects, and the 
Great Decisions, Great 
Books and the ILR Book 
Group.  

Members become as ac-
tively involved as they 
wish -- sharing knowledge 
and participating in dia-
logues and seminars.  

Important Dates 

August 5 - National 

Night Out Flashlight 

Walk, 7:30-8:30 pm 

Sept. 1 - Labor Day 

Sept. 2 - First day of 

school 

Sept. 7 - Neighbor-

hood Picnic at the 

Pavilion, Church of 

the Ascension, 3-6 pm 

Sept. 15 - BMECL 

General Meeting, 7pm 

Newsletter 

Staff 

Ann Farr, Editor         
Susan Mayo 

Tanny Headspeth 

Join Bellamy 
Manor Estates 

NextDoor at 
https://

nextdoor.com 



 

Property Values  
Continued from p. 1 
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stored out of sight? 

Is the curb in front of my 
home free of dirt, debris, 
and trash? 

Bellamy Manor Estates 
property values can con-
tinue to rise. The money 
we have invested in our 
homes and the equity we 
have worked so hard to 
build can be significantly 
enhanced if each of us 
demonstrates pride in 
ownership and respect for 
our neighbors. A home is 
one of the single largest 
investments we will ever 
make- be sure we do all 
we can to take care of it.   

Submitted by: Tanny 
Headspeth 

pay a premium price  
for a property. Such  
an unexpected wind- 
fall is rare but it has 
happened. 
 

 Unfortunately, some-
times just the oppo-
site occurs. Sudden 
financial reverses, a 
divorce, an illness, or 
even a death makes it 
necessary to sell a 
house. If your home is 
well maintained and 
the other houses on 
the street have some 
curb appeal, you are 
likely to get top dollar 
for your house, even 
under troubling cir-
cumstances.  

It might be helpful to take 
a good look at your house 
from your neighbor’s point 
of view.  

Do my shrubs obscure 
the front of my house? 

Are my plantings neat and 
tidy? 

Do my trees hang over 
the street or cause line of 
sight issues for vehicles? 

Does the paint on my trim 
and shutters look fresh? 

Is my front door free of 
cobwebs and debris? 

Is my grass mowed and 
neatly edged? 

Are toys and bicycles 

police.  

Join us for a Flashlight 
Walk around the neigh-
borhood on Tuesday, Au-
gust 5. Just grab a flash-
light and head out the 
door between 7:30 and 
8:30. See you around the 
neighborhood! 

Submitted by: Roger Farr 

On Tuesday, August 5
th
, 

neighborhoods through-
out Virginia Beach are 
being invited to join forces 
with thousands of com-
munities nationwide for 
the 31

st
 Annual National 

Night Out (NNO) crime 
and drug prevention 
event. NNO will involve 
over 16,000 communities 
from all 50 states, U.S. 
territories, Canada, and 
military bases around the 
world. In all, over 37 mil-
lion people are expected 
to participate in America’s 
Night Out Against Crime.   

National Night Out is de-
signed to: 

* Heighten crime and drug 
prevention awareness.      

* Generate support for,   
and participation in, local 
anti-crime efforts 
 
* Strengthen neighbor-
hood spirit and police-
community partnerships. 
 
* Send a message to 
criminals letting them 
know neighborhoods are 
organized and fighting 
back. 
 
Beginning at 6 p.m. on 
August 5

th
, residents in 

neighborhoods through-
out Virginia Beach and 
across the nation are 
asked to lock their doors, 
turn on outside lights, and 
spend the evening out-
side with neighbors and 

BMECL Executive 

Board Members 

 

President: 
Dan Adams 
daniel.g.adams@cox.net 
 
Vice President: 
Roger Berry 
rberry2000@verizon.net 
 
Treasurer: 
Betty Cunningham 
dcunnin884@aol.com 
 
Recording Secretary: 
Teresa Alfes 
tmalfes@cox.net 
 
Corresponding 
Secretary: 
Ann Farr  
bme.civic.league@cox.net  
 
Welcoming/Membership: 
Bonnie Rothschild 
brothschild@ 
williamewood.com  
 
Webmaster/
Communication:           
Deaner Lawless 
bmecl.communication.com
mittee@gmail.com 
 
Neighborhood Watch: 
Roger Farr  
bme.neighborhood. 
watch@cox.net  
 
Social Events/Activities:  
Neighborhood Planning: 
Teresa Alfes 
tmalfes@cox.net 
 
Neighborhood 
Beautification: 
Ynez Peterson 
bmecl.yom.committee1@  
gmail.com 
 
Community  Outreach: 
Judy Schorr 
jdschorr@verizon.net 
 
Neighborhood Planning: 
Dan Adams 
daniel.g.adams@cox.net 
 

A Good Night to Get to Know Your Neighbors 



 

Neighborhood Watch Teams Up With 

NextDoor.com 
From VBPD Crime Prevention Chronicle  

Regularly post updates 
and create new opportuni-
ties to get to know your 
neighbors and what is 
going on in your neighbor-
hood. NextDoor.com 
also features mobile apps 
for iPhones and Android. 
 

To join Bellamy Manor 
Estates NextDoor, go to 
https://nextdoor.com. 

Submitted by: Roger Farr, 

Neighborhood Watch  

Coordinator 

Neighborhood Watch is 
joining forces with 
NextDoor.com to build a 
stronger neighborhood 
and expand your connec-
tion with your neighbors 
to stay informed and 
share useful local infor-
mation. 
 
For many of us today 
waving hello or exchang-
ing a few pleasantries 
with our neighbors is the 
extent of our interaction 
with them so joining a 
neighborhood watch isn’t 
something we are com-
fortable with. Well we 
have a solution for that -
your phone, tablet or 
home computer. What if 
you could use an elec-
tronic device to become 
and stay connected to 

your neighborhood, would 
you do it? Well now you 
can, using 
NextDoor.com.  
 
NextDoor.com is a pri-
vate environment de-
signed just for you and 
your neighbors. Reach 
more of your neighbors 
online in a secure com-
munity to help keep your 
neighborhood safe by 
looking out for each other 
without having to leave 
the comfort of your own 
home. Each website is 
password protected and 
not accessible by search 
engines. Only real neigh-
bors allowed. Each mem-
ber must verify his or her 
address to join so you 
know you can trust who 
you are sharing with. 
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Neighborhood Picnic Sunday, September 7  

Submitted by: Teresa 

Alfes, Social Committee 

Chair 

The Bellamy Manor 

Estates Civic League 

picnic will be held on 

Sunday, September 7 

from 3-6 PM at the 

Pavilion, Church of the 

Ascension, 4853 Princess 

Anne Road. There will be 

a 50/50 Raffle, Dessert 

Auction, Corn Hole and 

other events.   

Plans are being made for  

a catered barbecue. 

There will be a minimal 

cost per person. Further 

details will be provided 

in August. 

So, SAVE THE DATE  

and make plans now to 

attend! 

Volunteers are always 

needed. If you would 

like to help with the 

picnic, please contact 

Teresa Alfes at 

tmalfes@cox.net. 

Lightning!  
Thunder!  

OOPS!      
No Power! 

What should you do 
about the food in your 
fridge? 

To be prepared, keep 
an appliance thermome-
ter in both the refrigera-
tor and freezer to moni-
tor the temperature.  

Keep the refrigerator 
and freezer door closed. 
A full freezer will stay 
frozen for about two 
days; a half-full freezer 
about one day.           

Refrigerated foods 
should be safe as long 
as the power is out for 
no more than four 

hours.  

If you think the power 
will be out for several 
days, locate some block 
ice, bags of ice or dry ice 
to put in the freezer 
along with your refriger-
ated perishable food, or 
keep the food continual-
ly iced in an insulated 
cooler.                      

Foods thawed and held 
above 40ºF for more 
than two hours should 
be discarded.  

Any perishable food that 
has an unusual odor, 
color, or texture, or feels 
warm to the touch 
should also be discard-
ed.                       

  If you have any doubts 
about the safety of any 
item in your refrigera-
tor after power is re-
stored, discard it .           

Submitted by: Susan 
Mayo 



Kudos to the BME Civic League for Ditch Cleaning 
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ic league or call the city 
under Street Mainte-
nance, phone number 
385-1470 or 4131. 

At the same meeting, I 
expressed concern about 
the stoplight at Edwin and 
Princess Anne Road.  
When coming down Ed-
win from Mt. Trashmore, 
my husband and I have 
been stopped by that light 
and sometimes we are 
there through several cy-
cles before it changes.  
Other attendees at the 
meeting supported my 
concern.  Officer Minor 
volunteered to look into 
that situation as well.  For 
a couple of weeks the 
light improved, but now it 
again does not seem to 
be working properly.    

There are many members 
of our Civic League who 

Bellamy Manor Estates 
Civic League has accom-
plished much, as mem-
bers can see from reading 
the web site or reading 
minutes from the meet-
ings.  There are, however, 
additional accomplish-
ments which have gone 
unpublicized.   

The one that may be of 
great interest to many of 
you is the clearing of the 
ditch by Providence Road 
last year which occurred 
mainly, I would say, due 
to what happened at the 
Civic League meeting of  
April 2013. 

Betty Cunningham was 
one individual who had 
already contacted the city 
in an attempt to get some 
work done on the ditch as 
it had become so over-
grown that at some inter-

sections it was creating 
blind spots in addition to 
becoming unsightly and 
drawing unwanted wild-
life.  She addressed the 
issue at the meeting.  Of-
ficer Minor, our liaison 
police officer, said he 
would investigate, as 
blind spots are a traffic 
hazard.   

Amelia Ross-Hammond, 
Kempsville’s City Council 
Member and a regular 
attendee at our meetings, 
said she also would in-
vestigate and make some 
calls.  Other members got 
involved and within a cou-
ple of weeks the clearing 
of the ditch began.  It has 
become somewhat over-
grown again, though noth-
ing like it was last year.  
When it becomes bad 
enough, interested resi-
dents can contact the civ-

Yard Sale     
 

The Bellamy Manor Estates 
and Bellamy Woods Civic 
Leagues held their annual 
Neighborhood Yard Sale on 
May 17. Approximately fif-
teen BME families participat-
ed  and the response from 
shoppers was excellent. The 
sunny weather made it a 
great day to get out and meet 
neighbors. Profits reported 
ranged from fifty to over five 
hundred dollars. CHKD 
trucks came around at the 
end of the day to pick up un-
sold items. Thanks Susan 
Mayo and Dan Adams for 
helping to plan this event. 

Submitted by: Ann Farr 

I don’t care what Mom says, this is 

NOT for sale! 

Susan Mayo and friends raised 

over $500.00 for CHKD! 

My point in writing this 
article is to encourage 
residents to attend meet-
ings and voice concerns.  
Much can be accom-
plished and much has 
been accomplished. All it 
takes is a little participa-
tion. 

For those who are not 
aware, the Bellamy Manor 
Estates Civic League was 
named the Civic League 
of the Year for 2012 by 
the Virginia Beach Coun-
cil of Civic Organizations! 

Submitted by: Kathleen 
Walker 

     



 

So...How Do You Get to Be Yard of the Month? 

cation Committee are 
members of the civic 
league. We do not claim 
to be professional garden-
ers or landscapers. We 
hope that the Yard of the 
Month Program encour-
ages general beautifica-
tion of our neighbor-
hood. If you notice a yard 
in our neighborhood that 
displays a sense of com-
munity and pride, please 
nominate it for Yard of the 
Month by emailing, 
bmecl.yom.committee1@
gmail.com. 

Submitted by: Ynez Peterson 

The Beautification Com-
mittee is a new committee 
to the Bellamy Manor Es-
tates Civic League 
(BMECL). Just like the 
civic league, it is dedicat-
ed to improving the quali-
ty of life and appearance 
of our community.  

Through the Yard of the 
Month Program, the 
Beautification Committee 
encourages residents to 
take pride in their homes 
to enhance our neighbor-
hood.   

This year, each month 

between April and Octo-
ber, a yard in our neigh-
borhood will be recog-
nized as the BMECL Yard 
of the Month. Yards are 
considered based on the 
total exterior appearance 
of the property and front/
side yards as viewed from 
the street. Factors include 
the overall appearance, 
tidiness, neatness of the 
property as evidenced by 
well-maintained trees, 
shrubs, lawn, and flower 
beds, and a visually ap-
pealing facade. 

Members of the Beautifi-
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Emergency:     

911  

Police Non         

Emergency:           

385-5000  

City Info Line (24-

hours)/Landline:  

311 

City Info Line (24-

hours)/Cellular:    

385-3111  

Code Enforce-

ment:  385-4421  

Animal Control:     

385-4444  

Waste Manage-

ment Special 

Pickup:              

385-4650  

Helpful Phone 
Numbers 

May Yard of the Month 

Congratulations to the  
Martinette family at 4844 

Admiration Drive. The Mar-
tinettes keep their yard in 
pristine condition and cer-

tainly deserve this honor.  

June Yard of the Month 

Congratulations to the  

Enderly family at 940 Stock-

bridge Drive for a well-

designed and inviting      

landscape.   

July Yard of the Month 

At an entrance for our 
neighborhood, 4945 Admi-

ration Drive welcomes 
neighbors and visitors with 
pops of color and a relaxed 
atmosphere. Congratula-

tions to the Champions for 
a job well done. 

Second Annual 

Thanksgiving 

Food Drive 

Looking for vol-

unteers willing to 

collect food for 

the food drive.  

For more infor-

mation, contact 

Judy Schorr at 

jdschorr@     

verizon.net. 

mailto:bmecl.yom.committee1@gmail.com
mailto:bmecl.yom.committee1@gmail.com


P a g e  7  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  2  

 The road project is due 

to be completed in late 

Sept/early Oct. 

 Indigenous plants for 

the park (where the Gaze-

bo is located) will be 

planted in October-

November of 2014. 

 A canoe/kayak boat 

launch, located behind 

the office buildings on 

Lord Dunmore, is to be 

started in the summer of 

2015 and completed in 

2016. 

 Mr. Jack Pope is due to 

break ground on the 525 

@ Historic Kempsville 

Project, formerly known 

as Kempes Village, in the 

near future. A young ea-

gle is checking out places 

to nest. Mr. Pope is work-

ing with US Fish and Wild 

Life Service to ensure that 

the eagle is protected.        

Submitted by: Ann Farr 

The Historic Kempsville 
Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee (HK-CAC) is an ad- 
hoc advisory committee 
designated to help imple-
ment the Historic 
Kempsville Master Plan 
adopted by the City Coun-
cil on January 24, 2006. 
The HK-CAC promotes 
interaction between the 
community, developers, 
and the City of Virginia 
Beach (City Council and 
staff) for the collaborative 
benefit of Kempsville.  
Members of the HK-CAC 
include representatives 
from the Kempsville bor-
ough civic organizations, 
businesses, city depart-
ments and members from 
the Kempsville borough at 
large. 
 
Updates from the HK-

CAC are as follows: 

 The clean-up of the 

most contaminated soil 

from the dry cleaner (the 

property at the NW corner 

of Princess Anne/

Witchduck, adjacent to 

Emmanuel Episcopal 

Church) has been put in 

barrels and taken to 

South Carolina. For the 

less contaminated soil, 

the city is looking at differ-

ent options to see which 

is most effective. 

 The City of Virginia 

Beach officially purchased 

property on Downey 

Drive, next to the park. 

There are three properties 

left on Downey Drive, but 

the owner’s price is still 

too high. 

 On Forest Street, the 

city has a contract ar-

rangement to purchase 

the three vacant houses 

(if you are going towards 

Larkspur, past Downey) 

on the right. 

Historic Kempsville CAC Update President’s Message 

cont. from p.1 

appointing an election 

committee chair, 

charged with identify-

ing viable candidates 

for the 2015 BMECL 

board.  

Please note that volun-

teering can constitute a 

five minute commit-

ment up to a life-long 

endeavor. If you be-

lieve the BMECL is 

moving in the right di-

rection, please volun-

teer. If you believe the 

BMECL is moving in 

the wrong direction, 

please volunteer. If you 

have an interest in 

making our neighbor-

hood even better than 

it already is, in any 

manner, please volun-

teer.  

I hope that each of you 

has an enjoyable and 

safe rest of the sum-

mer and I look forward 

to seeing you at the 

next general meeting in 

September. 

 
The City of Virginia 

Beach has approved a 

$2,500,000 Capital Im-

provement Plan for His-

toric Kempsville. Accord-

ing to information provid-

ed by the Planning de-

partment, “this project 

will address and coordi-

nate a number of related 

issues and opportunities 

to help support the rede-

velopment effort in the 

area generally surround-

ing the Princess Anne 

Road, Kempsville Road, 

intersection.”  

Proposed projects in-

clude: brick edging along 

public sidewalks, land 

acquisition from willing 

sellers for redevelopment, 

signage to identify the 

Historic Kempsville area, 

history trail interactive 

interpretive signage, 

pavement markings, web-

site and artifacts displays, 

public spaces with bench-

es, bike racks and trash 

receptacles, plazas for 

enhancing private dona-

tions of public art and  a 

public non-motorized wa-

ter access area to the 

Eastern Branch of the 

Elizabeth River Water 

Trail. 

The Planning Department 

states that this project is 

intended to help pre-

serve and enhance the 

historic nature of the 

Kempsville area of the 

City.                         

Submitted by: Ann Farr       

City Approves $2,500,000 CIP for Historic Kempsville 

For suggestions 

about Newsletter 

content or to sub-

mit an article, 

please contact 

Ann Farr at 

rnfarr@cox.net.  

We value your  

input !  



 
 

BELLAMY MANOR ESTATES CIVIC LEAGUE 
2014 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Select one: __New __Renewal ____Amount Paid 
 
The cost of membership is $10.00 annually. Each membership is entitled 
to one vote (e.g., an entire household registered as a member is allowed 
one vote; however, if two individuals in the same household register as 
individual members, and pay separate memberships, they each are enti-
tled to one vote with a maximum of two votes per household).  
 
Please make your check payable to “Bellamy Manor Estates Civic 
League”. Mail completed application and check to Bellamy Manor Es-
tates Civic League, P.O. Box 64244, Virginia Beach, VA, 23467 
 
Name (Member #1) _________________________________________________ 
 
Name (Member #2) _________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:   _________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: Home:       _________________________________________________ 
 
Cell (Member #1) ___________________ Cell (Member #2)  ________________ 

 
E-mail (Member#1) _________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail (Member #2)_________________________________________________ 
 
Please initial any of the following activities with which you would like to assist: 
___Communications/Website  ___Welcome/Membership    ___Board of Directors 
___ Neighborhood Planning     ___Social Events/Activities   ___Neighborhood Watch 
___ Neighborhood Beautification 

******************************************************************** 
VBPD Neighborhood Watch Participation: I agree to be alert to things happening 
on my street and in my neighborhood, and to call the Police non-emergency 
number (385-5000) if I suspect anything is out of the ordinary. Yes____ No ____ 

******************************************************************** 
I hereby apply for membership to the Bellamy Manor Estates Civic League: 
Signature:(Member #1) ________________________ Date: ___________________ 

Signature:(Member #2) ________________________ Date: ___________________ 

NOTE:  If you are already a member, you do not need to complete this 

form.  For new members/renewals, the prorated dues for July through   

December are $5.00. 
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 Employee identifica-
tion card containing a 
photograph of the vot-
er and issued by an 
employer of the voter 
in the ordinary course 
of the employer’s busi-
ness. 
 
Virginia Beach citizens 
will be voting to elect 
one State Senator, 
one House of Repre-
sentatives member, 
seven City Council 
members and six 
School Board mem-
bers. 
 
 Voters will also be 
asked to consider the 
following proposed 
amendment to the Vir-
ginia constitution :  

Election day is right 
around the corner. 
Here’s what you need 
to know. 
 
The general election 
will be held on Tues-
day, Nov. 4. Polls in 
Virginia are open from 
6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
 
Virginia’s new Voter ID 
law (Va. Code § 24.2-
643(B)) went into ef-
fect July 1, 2014. All 
voters are now re-
quired to provide an 
acceptable form of 
photo identification 
(photo ID) when voting 
in person.  
 
The following types of 
ID will be accepted: 
 
 Valid Virginia Driv-

er’s License or Identifi-
cation Card 
 
 Valid Virginia DMV 
issued Veteran’s ID 
card 
 
 Valid United States 
Passport 
 
 Other government-
issued photo identifi-
cation cards (must be 
issued by US Govern-
ment, the Common-
wealth of Virginia, or a 
political subdivision of 
the Commonwealth) 
 
 Valid college or uni-
versity student photo 
identification card 
(must be from an insti-
tution of higher educa-
tion located in Virginia) 
 

Ar e  Yo u  U p - To - D a t e  O n  t h e  

N ew  Vo t e r  I D  L aw ?  

The November 4
th
 elec-

tions for the Virginia 

Beach City Council and 

School Board are only a  

couple of weeks away.  

It is incumbent upon 

each of us to first under-

stand the issues that 

face the city of Virginia 

fered, struggled and died 

for. We must always 

honor these sacrifices by 

insuring that we elect 

officials that will repre-

sent us and will work 

toward the policies and 

ideals that we believe to 

be paramount.  

Beach and the borough 

of Kempsville and each 

candidate’s views and 

beliefs.  Then it becomes 

vital that each of us ex-

ercises our right to vote, 

a right which men and 

women from multiple 

generations have suf-

P r e s i d e n t ’s  M e s s a g e  By Dan Adams 
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Stay SAFE During the Holidays  
From VBPD Crime Prevention Chronicle 

Have your keys in 
your hand when return-
ing to your vehicle. 
 
Never leave your car 
running and unattend-
ed, even for a second. 
 
Keep valuables and 
packages out of sight 
(preferably locked in 
trunk). 
 
Make periodic trips with 
packages to your vehi-
cle to avoid being over-
whelmed and unable 
to react, if approached 
or attacked. 
 
If you are alone after 
dark, request an escort 
to your vehicle from 
mall or store security, or 
ask other citizens if you 
can walk out with them 

(Continued on page 3) 

Each year during the 
holiday season, the Vir-
ginia Beach Police De-
partment handles a 
noticeably higher num-
ber of robberies, burgla-
ries and larcenies. The 
following information 
is being provided to 
help you stay safe dur-
ing the holiday season, 
and throughout the 
year. 
While we may not be 
able to do anything 
about a criminal’s ability 
or desire to commit a 
crime, we can certainly 
take steps to greatly 
reduce the opportunity 
for crime to occur. 
 
While Out and About 
Always be aware of 
your surroundings – 
walk with your head up, 
shoulders back and 

constantly scan the ar-
ea around you. 
  
Avoid walking, jogging 
or biking after dark, par-
ticularly alone, and stay 
in areas that are 
well-lit and populated. 
 
Avoid wearing head-
phones (you will not 
hear someone ap-
proaching). 
 
If you are approached 
by an armed criminal 
demanding your valua-
bles, comply with their 
request. Your property 
is replaceable; you are 
not. 
 
Shopping Safety 
Park in well-lit areas, 
lock your vehicle and 
take your keys with you.  
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“While we may not 
be able to do 
anything about a 
criminal’s ability or 
desire to commit a 
crime, we can 
certainly take steps 
to greatly reduce the 
opportunity for crime 
to occur.” 
 

The Future Of Kempsville High School                                   

 1. Develop and promote 

existing and/or new pro-

grams to students in the 

feeder middle schools 

 2. Develop a proposal for 

an academy, charter 

school, or ROTC program 

that can be promoted to 

all Virginia Beach  high 

school students 

 3. A combination of  the 

suggestions above. 

For more information go 

to www.kempsvillehs. 

Vbschools.com .  The 

next meeting is October 

28 at 7 pm. 

The first Future of 

Kempsville High School 

Community Forum was 

held on August 14.  Nine-

ty-six teachers, counse-

lors, students, parents 

and community members 

discussed Kempsville’s 

multi-year trend of declin-

ing enrollment and the 

reality that the single larg-

est factor behind the de-

cline is Kempsville zoned 

students being accepted 

into the various acade-

mies and other special 

programs around Virginia 

Beach.  

According to the infor-

mation presented by Mr. 

William Harris, Principal 

of Kempsville High 

School,  education is an 

increasingly competitive 

activity and Kempsville 

students’ parents have 

choices of eight high 

schools.  The question 

then is how do we get 

more parents and stu-

dents to choose 

Kempsville?  

Three approaches were 

discussed: 

Important Dates 

Oct. 28 -  Future of   

Kempsville High 

School Forum 

Oct. 31 - Halloween 

Nov. 4 - ELECTION 

DAY 

Nov.11 - Veterans’ 

Day 

Nov.16 - 23 - 

Thanksgiving Food 

Drive 

Nov. 17 - BMECL  

General  Meeting: 

Election of Officers 

Newsletter 

Staff 

Ann Farr, Editor         
Susan Mayo 

Tanny Headspeth 

Join Bellamy 
Manor Estates 

NextDoor at 
https://

nextdoor.com 

Submitted by Ann Farr 



 

Voter ID Law 
(Continued from page 1) 
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determined by the U.S. 
Department of Defense. 
The exemption would ap-
ply to the surviving 
spouse’s principal place 
of residence, even if he or 
she moves to a new prin-
cipal place of residence. 
The exemption would not 
require the surviving 
spouse to have been re-
siding in the Common-
wealth at the time his or 
her spouse was killed in 
action.  
 
For more information re-
garding candidates and 
the proposed amendment 
go to www.elections. 
virginia.gov. 
     Submitted by Ann Farr 
Information from 
www.elections.virginia.gov. 

Article X. Taxation and 
Finance. Section 6-A. 
Property tax exemption 
for certain veterans and 
surviving spouses of sol-
diers killed in action.  

Shall Section 6-A of Arti-
cle X (Taxation and Fi-
nance) of the Constitution 
of Virginia be amended to 
allow the General Assem-
bly to exempt from taxa-
tion the real property of 
the surviving spouse of 
any member of the armed 
forces of the United 
States who was killed in 
action, where the surviv-
ing spouse occupies the 
real property as his or her 
principal place of resi-
dence and has not remar-
ried? 

Explanation:  
The Constitution now re-
quires the General As-
sembly to exempt from 
taxation the real property, 
including the joint real 
property of husband and 
wife, of any veteran with a 
one hundred percent ser-
vice-connected, perma-
nent, and total disability, 
as determined by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs.  
 
The proposed amend-
ment would authorize the 
General Assembly to ex-
empt from taxation the 
real property of any sur-
viving spouse of a mem-
ber of the armed forces of 
the United States who 
was killed in action, as 

Install deadbolt locks on 
all doors leading outside 
of residence, along with 
3” screws in the 
strike plate. 
 
Call the Police non-
emergency number 
(385-5000) at the time 
you notice any suspi-
cious persons or activity 
in the area. 
 
Participate in Neighbor-
hood Watch and 
Nextdoor. 
 
Submitted by Roger Farr, 
Neighborhood Watch Co-
ordinator 

(there is safety in num-
bers). 
 
Make sure to keep a 
close eye on children 
and talk to them about 
what to do if they get 
separated from you in 
the store or mall (how to 
find a trusted adult – 
police officer, security 
officer, or store clerk). 
 
Home Security 
If you are leaving town, 
stop newspaper and 
mail delivery, alert a 
trusted neighbor, install 
a timer on your interior 
and exterior lights, 

(Continued from page 2) leave a car parked in 
the driveway, or ask a 
neighbor to park in your 
driveway. 
 
Do not leave boxes or 
packing at your 
curbside which advertis-
es any expensive items 
you just purchased 
(e.g., large screen TV 
box). Instead, dispose 
of it at a recycling drop-
off spot. 
 
Trim bushes and land-
scaping back from win-
dows; make sure exteri-
or lighting is adequate 
around exterior of 
house. 
 

BMECL Executive 

Board Members 

 

President: 
Dan Adams 
daniel.g.adams@cox.net 
 
Vice President: 
Roger Berry 
rberry2000@verizon.net 
 
Treasurer: 
Betty Cunningham 
dcunnin884@aol.com 
 
Recording Secretary: 
Teresa Alfes 
tmalfes@cox.net 
 
Corresponding 
Secretary: 
Ann Farr  
bme.civic.league@cox.net  
 
Welcoming/Membership: 
Bonnie Rothschild 
brothschild@ 
williamewood.com  
 
Webmaster/
Communication:           
Deaner Lawless 
bmecl.communication.com
mittee@gmail.com 
 
Neighborhood Watch: 
Roger Farr  
bme.neighborhood. 
watch@cox.net  
 
Social Events/Activities:  
Teresa Alfes 
tmalfes@cox.net 
 
Neighborhood 
Beautification: 
Ynez Peterson 
bmecl.yom.committee1@  
gmail.com 
 
Community  Outreach: 
Judy Schorr 
jdschorr@verizon.net 
 
Neighborhood Planning: 
Dan Adams 
daniel.g.adams@cox.net 
 

Stay SAFE During the Holidays 



 

BMECL SEEKS VOLUNTEERS FOR 2015  

                                     Submitted by Susan Mayo and Sandra Haas-Radin 

mittees. The next board 
will determine how many 
Civic League meetings, 
Social Events and other 
activities they wish to 
hold. 
 
The responsibilities of the 
offices are as follows:  
 
    Recording Secretary - 
Takes the minutes at 
Board and General  meet-
ings.  
 
   Corresponding Secre-
tary- Sends out email no-
tices of meetings and 
events ( requires setting 
up a separate email ac-
count) and keeps a cur-
rent list of members 
(requires weekly corre-
spondence with Treasur-
er). 
 
    Vice-President-
 Assists the President and 
    

The Nomination Commit-
tee is looking for volun-
teers to serve as officers 
for next year’s Bellamy 
Manor Estates Civic 
League Board.  Here is 
our current status: 
   Roger Berry moves up 
from Vice President to 
President. 
  Becky Fenska has vol-
unteered to serve as 
Treasurer. 
 
We still need people to 
serve for the following 
positions: 
    Vice-President 
    Recording Secretary  
    Corresponding Secre- 
tary 
 
Over the past four years, 
a variety of very able peo-
ple have served on this 
board and as committee 
heads.  After a while, peo-
ple may feel that they 

have met their obliga-
tions, shared their ideas, 
and it is time for others to 
step forward.  Some of us 
(Dan Adams, Sandra 
Haas-Radin, and Ann 
Farr) continue to repre-
sent BMECL in intra-civic 
league matters on the 
Citizen Advisory Commit-
tee.  Other Civic League 
members continue to 
serve (some for several 
years) in important posi-
tions on various commit-
tees within the civic 
league: Neighborhood 
Planning, Neighborhood 
Watch, Neighborhood 
Outreach, Newsletter, 
Social Events, Yard-of-the
-Month, Communications, 
etc. 
 
Those who volunteer to 
be on the Board will have 
the help of very compe-
tent people on these com-
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BMECL Second Annual Food Drive    
                                                Submitted by Judy Schorr, Neighborhood Outreach  

 Kathy Walker   
4820 Admiration Dr.  

Submitted by Judy 
Schorr 

The  Second Annual 
Food drive will kick off 
on  November 16 and 
run through November 
23.  We are collecting 
food for the benefit of 
local food pantries.  

You may drop off 
donated items between 
9 am and 5 pm to the 
following Bellamy 
Manor residents’ 
homes. A container for 
the donations will be 
placed in front of each 
volunteer’s home.  

The residents 
accepting donations 
are: 

 Christi Farr       
4856 Admiration Dr   

 Tanny Headspeth 
920 Dunhill Dr.  

 Lori Helke         
4924 Admiration Dr.  

 Suzy Reel          
956 Larkaway Ct.  

 Judy Schorr      
4812 Eastwind Rd.  

FOOD DRIVE 
MOST NEEDED 

ITEMS: 

Meats 

Tuna 

Beef Stew 

Canned Meats 

Staples 

Cereal 

Macaroni and 
Cheese 

Canned 
Fruit                       
                              
Pasta 

Spaghetti Sauce 

Rice 

Beans 

Canned Vegeta-
bles 

Personal Care 

Items : 

Shampoo, Tooth-
paste, Toothbrush-
es, Deodorant, De-
tergent 

Thank you for your 
support! 

Questions? Please 
call Judy or Matt  
Schorr  467-4112 

Continued on page 6 



 

Don’t Let a Good Fire Create a Bad One! 
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and separated seams 

in pre-fabricated flues 

are often indications of 

trouble. 

A few precautions can 

protect your home and 

your neighbors’ homes. 

 Get your chimney 

inspected before 

your first fire of the 

year. 

 Avoid burning green 

or wet wood. This 

results in incom-

plete combustion 

and causes creo-

sote build-up. 

 Never burn Christ-

mas trees, card-

board, newspaper, 

gift-wrap or trash in 

There were 26,000 

chimney fires in the 

United States last year. 

One of them was right 

here in Bellamy Manor 

Estates last winter. A 

fire on Dunhill Drive on 

a very windy night 

should alert all of us to 

the possibility of this 

kind of catastrophe. 

Thanks to the prompt 

and professional re-

sponse of the Virginia 

beach Fire Department, 

no one was injured and 

neighboring houses 

were unharmed. How-

ever, those of us who 

watched helplessly as 

flames shot from the 

chimney and embers 

blew in all directions 

were very fortunate in-

deed. 

Chimney fires can be 

prevented. Creosote is 

the usual culprit. Creo-

sote build-up in a chim-

ney is highly combus-

tible. It can ignite and 

blast out of a chimney 

with explosive force.  

Creosote can appear 

on the inside of a chim-

ney as a sooty powder, 

a gummy mess, a hard 

glaze or a deposit that 

looks like burnt marsh-

mallows. Smoke seep-

ing out of crumbling 

and cracking mortar, 

flaming balls of creo-

sote shooting out of a 

chimney, and buckling 

Southern Picnic a Huge Success 

The Bellamy Manor Estates Civic League picnic was held on Sunday, 

September 7 at the Pavilion at Church of the Ascension.  Over 80 resi-

dents attended and a good time was had by all. The weather was nearly 

perfect, the food and drinks were delicious, the venue was outstanding 

and the events were fun! Smoked from Above provided the food, donat-

ed the drinks and even gave the civic league the 10% military discount 

so be sure to thank them if you stop in.   

The Social Committee made arrangements for a 50/50 Raffle, Cake 

Walk, Corn Hole and Bingo. Congratulations to Bonnie Rothschild who 

won $51 in the raffle. A BIG thank you goes to the Lowrance family for 

donating use of the Corn Hole games. Nearly everyone in attendance 

participated in the Cake Walk and all were quite thrilled with their deli-

cious prizes. Stay tuned for the next Social Committee event to be held 

in late November or early December. 

                                      Submitted by Teresa Alfes, Social Committee Chair   

your fireplace. 

 Check your smoke 

detectors and bat-

teries regularly and 

invest in a carbon 

monoxide detector. 

 

Don’t let a good fire 

create a bad one! 

Submitted by Tanny 

Headspeth 



 

BMECL SEEKS VOLUNTEERS FOR 2015                                                                   
Continued from page 4 

To participate with the 
City in improving the 
City’s role in the commu-
nity . 
Source: VOLUNTEER Hampton 
Roads  

 
”Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful citi-
zens can change the 
world. Indeed, it is the 
only thing that ever has." 
Margaret Mead American 
Anthropologist 

Thank you for your 
thoughtful consideration.  
Contact Susan Mayo or 
Sandra Haas-Radin to 
volunteer. 

becomes President in 
2016. 
Being an active partici-
pant on the board allows 
you to get to know many 
neighbors, share your 
creative ideas, and build a 
sense of community.  
 
You may ask yourself, 
“Why should I run for of-
fice?” Please consider the 
following: 
To be the voice of the 
community. 
To involve as many citi-
zens as possible in the 
affairs of the community.  
To educate citizens on 

community standards . 
To become aware of 
events affecting the com-
munity early enough to 
effect those events.  
To facilitate community 
volunteer programs.  
To educate citizens on 
how to access City ser-
vices.  
To identify a list of 
needs, which will pro-
gress the community and 
communicate them to ap-
propriate City agencies.  
To represent the com-
munity and its wishes at 
meetings and public hear-
ings.  
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Emergency:     

911  

Police Non -        

Emergency:           

385-5000  

City Info Line (24-

hours)/Landline:  

311 

City Info Line (24-

hours)/Cellular:    

385-3111  

Code Enforce-

ment:  385-4421  

Animal Control:     

385-4444  

Waste Manage-

ment Special 

Pickup:              

385-4650  

Helpful Phone 
Numbers 

August Yard of the 

Month 

Congratulations to the  

Epleys at 4625 Eastwind 

Road. The green lawn, color-

ful plants, flowering shrubs 

and stately evergreens are 

always well maintained. 

September Yard of the 

Month 

Congratulations to the  Batzel 

family  at 4708 Chalfont Drive 

for designing a beautiful, invit-

ing landscape. 

October Yard of the 

Month 

Congratulations to Fred 
Ritchie at 908 Eastwind 

Court. While many yards are 
beginning to show the colors 
of fall, 908 Eastwind Court 
still gives us the   colors of 

summer. 

“Never doubt that 
a small group of 
thoughtful citizens 
can change the 
world. Indeed, it is 
the only thing that 
ever has."  

Margaret Mead 
American Anthro-
pologist 
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Now recommends send-

ing soil samples to A & L 

Eastern Laboratories 

(http://

www.lynnhavenrivernow.o

rg/soiltest.aspx). Fill out 

the Watershed-friendly 

Soil Sample Form and for 

$10, A & L Eastern Labor-

atories will email you a 

professional lab report 

based on the samples 

you mailed to them. 

 

Are you a DIYer? Home 

Depot, Lowes, and Tay-

lor’s Do It Centers sell soil 

testing kits. 

 

No matter which options 

you use, the Beautifica-

tion Committee wishes 

you success in growing 

your beautiful landscape. 

We have enjoyed looking 

at the homes nominated 

for Yard of the Month. We 

look forward to next 

year’s bumper crop of 

beautiful landscapes. 

 

Submitted by             

Ynez Peterson,        

Beautification Committee 

From planting trees and 

bulbs to reseeding your 

lawn, now is the time to 

start planning. We’ve al-

ready noticed that many 

yards have put down the 

seeds that will become 

next year’s lawn. One 

way to ensure that your 

lawn will be its healthiest 

is to get your soil test-

ed. Knowing the nutrients 

in your soil and what is 

lacking will help you 

choose eco-friendly ferti-

lizers to give your lawn 

and plants just what they 

need. Besides commer-

cial lawn care companies, 

here are a few options 

that we in Bellamy Manor 

Estates can also use: 

 

If you are a River Star 

Home, our friends at the 

Elizabeth River Project 

(http://

www.elizabethriver.org/#!-

lawn-makeover-free-lawn-

evaluation-15/c3z2) will 

provide free advice on 

how to grow a healthy 

lawn. Just visit their web-

site and fill out the Lawn 

Makeover Applica-

tion. Remember, we are 

in the Eastern Branch 

watershed area. For a 

minimal cost ($10-15) a 

River Star Homes repre-

sentative will visit your 

home to give you sugges-

tions on how to improve 

your lawn. Questions? 

Contact Diana Larkin: 

DLarkin@elizabethriver. 

org. 

 

Remember, if your home 

is not currently a River 

Star Home, it is free to 

sign up. Go to http://

www.elizabethriver.org/#!

sign-up-to-become-a-river

-star-home/c1zl7. Our 

neighborhood is a part of 

the Elizabeth River water-

shed, the Lynnhaven Riv-

er watershed, and the 

North Landing water-

shed. That is why it is im-

portant that we consider 

ways to keep chemical 

runoffs out of our yards. 

 

If you have decided not to 

sign up to be a River Star 

Home, Lynnhaven River 

Fall Is the Time to Spruce Up Our Landscapes President’s Message 

continued from page 1 

As neighbors shaped 

by different back-

grounds, beliefs and at 

different stages in life, 

our perspectives and 

priorities may differ but 

our responsibility to 

each other should not. 

I ask that you please 

take a moment, after 

determining which can-

didate’s values and 

goals are most aligned 

with yours, to look at 

that candidate from 

your neighbor’s per-

spective. Then ask 

yourself, “Do I know 

how the implemented 

policies of this candi-

date will affect my 

neighbor?” The point is 

not to convince anyone 

that what they believe 

is not correct but to 

insure diversity of 

thought and to under-

stand that others’  per-

spectives can differ 

from ours and still be 

based on value and a 

desire for betterment. 

One of the many rea-

sons that I am person-

ally thankful to be a 

citizen of the United 

States of America is 

that only you determine 

who deserves and re-

ceives your vote.  

The 2015 Membership Drive 
is under way. To keep our 
Civic League successful and 
growing, there is no substitute 
for active participants. Joining 
the Civic League and volun-
teering for a committee is an 
easy stepping stone to be-
coming involved and learning 
from the ground up how our 
Civic League works. 

Membership and participation 
on committees is vital to 
keeping our Civic League 
strong. Everyone has good 
ideas and we’d love to hear 
yours. 

To join, complete the 2015 
Membership form on the 
back of the newsletter and 
mail it to Bellamy Manor Es-

tates Civic League, P.O. Box 
64244, Virginia Beach, VA, 
23467.   

Please contact me if you 
have a new neighbor so our 
committee can welcome 
them and invite them to 
join our league.                                                  

Bonnie Rothschild  672-4002 

2015 Membership Drive Underway 

For suggestions 

about Newsletter 

content  please 

contact Ann Farr 

at rnfarr@cox.net.   

http://www.lynnhavenrivernow.org/soiltest.aspx
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BELLAMY MANOR ESTATES CIVIC LEAGUE 

2015 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Select one: __New __Renewal ____Amount Paid 
 
The cost of membership is $10.00 annually. Each membership is entitled 
to one vote (e.g., an entire household registered as a member is allowed 
one vote; however, if two individuals in the same household register as 
individual members, and pay separate memberships, they each are enti-
tled to one vote with a maximum of two votes per household).  
 
Please make your check payable to “Bellamy Manor Estates Civic 
League”. Mail completed application and check to Bellamy Manor Es-
tates Civic League, P.O. Box 64244, Virginia Beach, VA, 23467 
 
Name (Member #1) _________________________________________________ 
 
Name (Member #2) _________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:   _________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: Home:       _________________________________________________ 
 
Cell (Member #1) ___________________ Cell (Member #2)  ________________ 

 
E-mail (Member#1) _________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail (Member #2)_________________________________________________ 
 
Please initial any of the following activities with which you would like to assist: 
___Communications/Website  ___Welcome/Membership    ___Board of Directors 
___ Neighborhood Planning     ___Social Events/Activities   ___Neighborhood Watch 
___ Neighborhood Beautification 

******************************************************************** 
VBPD Neighborhood Watch Participation: I agree to be alert to things happening 
on my street and in my neighborhood, and to call the Police non-emergency 
number (385-5000) if I suspect anything is out of the ordinary. Yes____ No ____ 

******************************************************************** 
I hereby apply for membership to the Bellamy Manor Estates Civic League: 
Signature:(Member #1) ________________________ Date: ___________________ 

Signature:(Member #2) ________________________ Date: ___________________ 

The Bellamy Manor Estates Civic League Board thanks you for your participation. Form03152014 


